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 Helen Uhlmann is a new member. She has written of her experiences before the 

lockdown. 

 Musings from a newly minted croquet player 

My introduction to croquet came during a one-off social game organised for a group I 

belong to, the Maleny Uniting Church Boomers. We turned up one Saturday morning and 

were taught basic skills and led through a game of Aussie Croquet by members of the club, 

then welcomed to share lunch. It was a great morning and I was happy to discover how 

much fun the game was to play, even as a raw and unskilled beginner.  

Following this, three from our group (Jan Trendle, Annette Sinclair and myself) went 

on to join in the Saturday morning classes, along with my neighbour, Janelle Wilson. Since 

that time Len Baker has joined our little group of eager, and at times baffled, learners. Our 

coach, Vince Carberry is, by nature and necessity, a very patient man. His guidance has 

helped us get started. We are all thoroughly enjoying learning this fun and interesting game. 

As we go along, we are starting to understand the methods and strategies of Association 

Croque.  Janelle and I have come to see that we need to sharpen up our killer instincts, 

along with practicing our shots. There is a great deal of mental challenge and strategy 

involved and I have come to think of the game as having similarities with both snooker and 

chess. 

Janelle and I have gone on the become fully fledged members of the club (we even 

have been presented with our keys to attend at any time we like!) and have been warmly 

welcomed, with various members being very generous with providing explanation, advice 

and encouragement during the couple of games we have played on a Thursday afternoon. 

We also spent a very pleasant afternoon on the lawns practicing by ourselves. The weather 

was perfect and being out in the fresh air playing this fun game was just great.  Sadly, as 

with all other community activities, the club is currently closed, however Janelle and I are 

keenly looking forward to the club re-opening to resume our play. 

I would encourage anyone looking 

for a new interest to come along and 

join in with our happy little group of 

beginners once we are all out and 

about again. 

 The photo shows Helen 

correctly stalking the red ball in 

order to place it in the gridlock 

around hoop 2. 

Our web address is: 

https://rangecroquetatmaleny.org.au 

For details contact Sarah 

Widin 0417640704 (President), 

Vince Carbery 54942193 (vice-

president), or Priscilla Vickers 

54943555 (secretary). 
Helen Uhlmann stalking the red as Jan Trendle looks on. 


